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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . It is hereby acknowledged that the following papers have been received and placed of 
record in the file: Amendment (dated 1 1/16/04) and IDS (dated 1 1/24/04). 

2. Claims 1, 3 and 5-23 are presented for examination. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 1 (second occurrence, the claim listed between claim 12 and claim 13) is objected 
to because of the following informalities: Examiner believes that the mentioned claim was 
mistakenly listed. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections -35 use §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

6. Claim 1 1 recites the limitation "the user interface" in line 3, which has never mentioned 
in claim 8. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

8. Claims 1, 3, 5, 8, 9 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Rockwell et al. [Rockwell ] (U.S. Patent No.5,479,599). 

9. Regarding claim 1, Rockwell teaches a method for allocating processing resources, the 
method using a processor (70) coupled to a display device (52) and to a user input device (54, 
56), the method comprising: 

allocating the processing resources (CECs) by displaying a list of processing resources on 
the display device [col. 4, lines 11-12], wherein the processing resources comprise at least one of 
a hardware processor [col. 3, lines 8-9] and a software program [col. 4, lines 38-40]; 

accepting signals from the user input device to indicate the configuration of a selected 
processing resource of the processing resources [col. 3, lines 36-38; col. 4, lines 9-10, 14]; and 

configuring (activating/deactivating) the selected processing resource [col. 3, lines 38-42; 
col. 4, lines 64-67; col. 6, line 6 et seq.]. 

1 0. Regarding claim 3, Rockwell teaches the method further comprising: 

accepting signals from the user input device to indicate first and second processors for 
configuration [col. 5, lines 5-8]; and 

automatically coupling (linking) the first processor to the second processor via a digital 
network (network 35) [col. 6, lines 1-47]. 
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1 1 . Regarding claim 5, Rockwell teaches the method further comprising: 

accepting first signals fi-om the user input device to indicate a processing platform to be 
used [col. 4, lines 9-31]; 

accepting second signals from the user input device to indicate a software component to 
be installed [col. 4, lines 31-36]; and 

automatically installing the soflware component onto the processing platform [col. 4, 
lines 38-42]. 

12. Regarding claim 8, Rockwell teaches a system for providing configurable resources to 
create a processing environment, the system comprising: 

a configurable communication link (network 35) [Fig. 1]; 

a plurality of processing devices (CECs) [col. 3, lines 8-9] coupled to the communication 
link [Fig. 1]; and 

a plurality of software programs executable by the processing devices [col 4, lines 28- 
43], wherein the processing environment comprises the communication link, at least one of the 
processing devices and at least one of the software programs. 

13. Regarding claim 9, Rockwell teaches the system fiirther comprising: 

a user interface (display 52) coupled to the system [Fig. 1; col. 3, line 26]; and 

a controller configured to accept commands from the user interface to configure a second 

system and configured to configure the second system in response to the commands [col. 3, lines 

35-38]. 
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14. Regarding claim 11, Rockwell teaches that the system is configured to support visual 
construction of the processing environment via the user interface [col. 4, lines 1 1-12, 34-35; 
Figs. 3-16]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

15. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

16. Claims 6, 7, 10 and 12-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rockwell et al. [Rockwell ] (U.S. Patent No.5,479,599). 

1 7. Regarding claims 6 and 7, one of ordinary skill in the art would have readily recognized 
that software programs could be loaded either from a local computer or a server. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to recognize that the software 
component taught by Rockwell could be either a server component or a client component. 

1 8. Regarding claims 10 and 12, Rockwell does not explicitly teach that the system is 
configured to automatically manage licensing of a one of the software programs. However, one 
of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that in order for a user to use a software 
program, i.e. operating system, the software program has to be licensed. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to recognize that in order for the user to load 
the selected operating system as taught by Rockwell, the selected operating system has to be 
licensed. 
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19. Regarding claim 13, Rockwell teaches a method for allocating processing resources, the 
method employing a computer user interface coupled to a display screen and to an input device 
for generating signals in response to interactions of a user, the method comprising: 

allocating the processing resources by 

accepting a first signal from the input device (54, 56) which enables the user to specify an 
operating system for use in a computing environment [col. 4, lines 28-42]; 

accepting a second signal from the input device (54, 56) which enables the user to specify 
a processor for use within the computing environment [col. 4, lines 9-15]; 

activating an active operating system, wherein the active operating system is a specified 
operating system to run in the computing environment [Figs. 2a-h; col. 3, lines 47-48]; and 

activating an active processor, wherein the active processor is a specified processor to run 
in the computing environment [Figs. 2a-h; col. 3, lines 47-48]. 

Rockwell does not explicitly teach that specific type of operating system and processor 
are selected. However, Rockwell discloses that the system includes a multiplicity of processors 
[col. 2, lines 33-34] and multiplicity of operating systems [col. 4, lines 28-41], Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the recognize that selecting a desired 
processor and a desired operating system is selecting a type of processor and a type of operating 
system. 

20. Regarding claim 14, Rockwell teaches the method fiirther comprising the step of 
displaying the computing environment, wherein the computing environment comprises the active 
processor and the active operating system [Fig. 10; col. 6, lines 1-22]. 
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21. Regarding claim 18, Roclcwell teaches that the active software program for the 
computing environment is displayed in response to user selection [col. 4, lines 32-35]. 

22. Regarding claim 19, Rockwell teaches that the system accepting a signal, wherein the 
signal allows the user to shut down the computing environment [Fig. 2i]. 

23. Regarding claim 20, Rockwell teaches that the system accepting a signal which allows 
the user to specify a new machine to run in the computing environment [col. 5, lines 18-20], to 
activate the new machine [col. 6, lines 1-2] and to display the computing environment having the 
active machine [col. 6, lines 16-18]. 

24. Regarding claim 21-23, Rockwell teaches that a plurality of processors and software 
programs are displayed for user selection [col. 4, lines 9-15, 34-35]. 

25. Regarding claims 15-17, Rockwell teaches the claimed method steps. Therefore, 
Rockwell teaches the apparatus to implement the claimed method steps. 

Conclusion 

26. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi'om the 
examiner should be directed to Thuan N. Du whose telephone number is (571) 272-3673. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday and Wednesday-Friday: 9:30 AM - 8:00 PM, 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are imsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynne H. Browne can be reached on (571) 272-3670. 
Central TC telephone number is (571) 272-2100. 
The fax number for the organization is (703) 872-9306. 
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27. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll free). 




Thuan N. Du 
February 26, 2005 



